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Károly Kerényi 


Károly (Cári, Kari) Kerényi (Hungárián: Kerényi Károly, pronounced ['ksrejli 
'ka:roj]; 19 January 1897 - 14 April 1973) was a Hungárián scholar in classical 
philo logy and one of the founders of modern studies oCreek mythology. 
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Károly Kerényi 


Life 


Hungary, 1897-1943 

Károly Kerényi was bőm in Temesvár, Austria-Hungary (now Timisoara, Románia) to Hungárián parents of Germán origin. His 
father’s family was of Swabian peasant descent. Kerényi learnt Germán as a foreign language at school, and chose it as his language 
fór scientific work. He identified himself with the city of Arad, where he attended secondary school, because of its liberal spirits as 
the city of the 13 martyrs of the Hungárián Revolution of 1848/49.m He moved on to study classical philology at the University of 
Budapest where he mostly appreciated the teaching of the Latinist Géza Némethy as well as of the Indo-Germanist losef SchmidtJ 2 ] 
After graduation Kerényi travelled extensively in the Mediterranean region and spent time as a visiting student at the Universities of 
Greifswald, Berlin and Heidelbetg, learning from the professors of antiquity and classical philology, Eduard Norden, Ulrich von 
Wilamowitz-Moellendorf and Franz Boll. In 1919 Kerényi earned his doctorate in Budapest with a dissertation on Plató and 
Longinus, Investigations in Classical Literary and Aesthetic History. Subsequently he taught Greek and Latin in a secondary school. 
He earned his postdoctoral lecture qualification (habilitation) in 1927, and then was asked in 1934 to become a professor of classical 
philology and ancient history (Griechische und Lateinische Philologie und Alté Geschichte) at the University of PécsJ 3 ^ In Budapest 
he continued to lecture as priváté docent on the history of religions, classical literature and mythology weekly events that were 
attended by many intellectuals because of their liberal connotationKl 

After Hungary experienced in 1940 a strong move to the political right, the University system was reformed submitting itself to 
political pressure. Professors who didn’t subordinate themselves were concentrated at the University of Szeged.^ Correspondingly 
Kerényi was sent there in 1941 against his will, to teach classical antiquity. The liberal, pro-westem prime minister Miklós Kállay 
attempted in 1943 to reverse the Nazi-friendly politics of the prior years. He started to send liberal scientists who had already made 
themselves a name to Western Europe, to show that a liberal, anti-fascist Hungary alsó existed. As part of this push, the foreign 























ministry offered Kerényi the opportunity to spend a year in Switzerland with diplomatic status. He accepted on condition that he 
would stay in Ticino, on the shore of Lago Maggiorg instead of the Capital Bern. When the Germans entered Hungary in 1944 and 
installed a right-wing government, Kerényi returned his passport. Like many other Hungarians at the time residing in Switzerland 
with diplomatic status, he thereby became overnight a stateless, political refugee. 


Switzerland, 1943-1973 

Since 1941 Károly Kerényi was lecturing at the Eranos-conferences in Ascona (Switzerland), to which he had been invited by Cári 
Gustav Jung. This regular contact with the Swiss psychologist had originally established the connection to Switzerland, which 
ultimately led to the permanent emigration to the Italian-speaking canton of Ticino. During 1946/47 Kerényi lectured on Hungárián 
language and literature at the University of Basel. In 1947 he travelled to Hungary to give his inauguration speech at the Hungárián 
Academy of Sciences, with the intent of contributing to the democratic development of Hungary. However, due to warnings of the 
imminent communist overthrow under Mátyás Rákosi, Kerényi immediately turnéd around and left Budapest again. During the 
following Stalinist dictatorship he was discredited and banned by the political propaganda under György Lukács, the leading 
communist ideologist. His academic title was withdrawn and only as laté as 1989 it was reinstated post mortem. 

In Switzerland Károly Kerényi wrote and published between 1945 and 1968 the substantial body of his work. Despite the fact that he 
can be considered an academic outsider, it was during that time that he developed his largest influence as one of the latest 
representatives of the great tradition of humanistic scholars of antiquityj 6 ] Over the course of two decades, from 1934 to 1955, 
Kerényi maintained an active correspondencewith the Germán writer Thomas Mannon many topics, including mythology, religion, 
humanism and psychology Since his emigration, Kerényi additionally held positions as visiting professor at several universities, 
including Bonn (1955/56), Oslo and Romé (1960), Zürich (1961) and Genoa (1964). Between 1960 and 1971 he held annual lectures 
at conferences of the institute of philosophy of the University of Romé. From 1948 until 1966 Kerényi was co-founder and research 
director at the C. G. Jung Institute in Küsnacht/Zurich, where he held lectures on mythology until 1962. During these years he lived 
near the Monté Veritá in Ascona. 1962 he received the Swiss citizenship. 

Károly Kerényi died on 14 April 1973 in Kilchbeig/Zurich and is buried on the cemetery of Ascona. His second wife, Magda 
Kerényi, dedicated her subsequent life to the maintenance and promotion of Kerényi’s legacy. Since her death in 2004 all 
documentation of Kerényi’s life (photos, correspondence, manuscripts, etc.) that hadn’t been destroyed in Budapest during the war, 
are archived and accessible at the Germán Archive fór Literature in Marbach (near Stuttgart). His comprehensive library and the 
estate of Magda Kerényi are at the University of Pécs, where a Street has alsó been named after him. 

Scientific work and philosophical body of thought 


Philological foundation 

In early years Károly Kerényi was mainly influenced by philosophers like Schopenhauer, Bachofen and Nietzsche, writers like 
Hölderlin and Rilke, and scholars like Wilhelm von Humboldt^ At the time of his studies of classical philology, Ulrich von 
Wilamowitz-Moellendorff was internationally the most influential philologist. However, fór Kerényi, Erwin Rohde’s line of thought 
on the fictional literature in antiquity was more important. This led to his first book Die griechisch-orientalixhe Romanliteratur in 
religionsgeschichtlicherBeleuchtung. Ein Versuch (The Greek-Oriental Romances in the Light of the History of Religions), with 
which he earned his postdoctoral qualification. Early afterwards, in 1929, Kerényi grew weary of the official scholarly line of 
philology. He increasingly saw the objective of philology in analyzing the written record of antiquity as a critical representation of 
reál life, just like archeology is dedicated to the record of antiquity through actual touchi 8 ] The first steps away from the official line 
were his early books Apollón (a collection of essays) and Die antiké Religion (Religion in Antiquity) Throughout his life Kerényi 
explored every classical site of the entire Mediterranean and in Greece in 1929 he met fór the first time Walter F. Ottó, who would 
prove to influence him greatly. Ottó inspired Kerényi to focus on the religious element of humán life in antiquity as the core element, 
thereby combining the historical with the theological focus This is highlighted in his works Mythologie dér Griechen and Mysterien 
dér Eleusis (Eleusis: Aichetypal Image ofMotherand Daughter). 




Dissociation from VMIamowitz and the Germán idea ofmyth 

Thereafter Károly Kerényi consciously started to distance himself from the philology taught by Wilamowitz J 10 l In Kerényi’s 
understanding Wilamowitz’ approach stood fór an authoritarianism that lay beneath the emergence of National Socialism in 
Germany, which he couldn’t ethically supporti 11 ! Kerényi hence developed an increasingly hostile position towards the Germán idea 
of myth, which was used as reference by Nazi-GermanyI^ As early as 1934 he expressed his clear-sighted horror at the radicalizing 
developments in Germany l 13 ! It became a continuous objective of Kerényi to establish a liberal and human-psychologicalidea of 
myth that could nőt be abused fór nationalistic ideology. This alsó influenced his position towards several of his scientific 
mentorsJ 14 ] With regards to Wilamowitz this was most pronounced, bút later Kerényi alsó started to distance himself from those 
aspects in Otto’s and Mann’s understanding of myth that he saw reflected in Germán nationalisn& 5 ] 


Psychological expansion of mythology 

Károly Kerényi’s scientific interpretation of the figures of Greek mythology as archetypes of the humán sóul was in line with the 
approach of the Swiss psychologist Cári Gustav Jung. Together with Jung he endeavored to establish mythology as a Science in its 
own right J 14 l Jung described Kerényi as having "supplied such a wealth of connections [of psychology] with Greek mythology that 
the cross-fertilization of the two branches of Science can no longerbe doubted."! 16 ] Kerényi compiled in collaborationwith Jung the 
two editions Das göttliche Kind in mythologischer und psychologischer Beleuchtung (The Myths of the Divine Child) and Das 
göttliche Madchen (The Divine Maidén), which were published together under the title Einführung in das Wesen dér Mythologie 
(Essays on a Science of Mythology) in 194lJ 14 ] Kerényi saw the theory of religion as a humán and humanistic topic which coinedhis 
reputation as humanist furtherJ 17 ] So fór him every view of mythology had to be a view of mán - and hence theology always had to 
be at the same time anthropology J 18 l In this humanist spirit Kerényi defined himself as philological-historical as well as 
psychological scholar J 19 ^ In later years Kerényi evolved his psychological interpretation further and replaced the concept of 
archetypes with one that he labeled ’Urbild’. This became particularly clear in somé of his most important publications: Prometheus 
as well as especially in Dionysos, likely Kerényi’s most crucial work, which he had started as idea in 1931 and finished writing in 
1969i 2 °] Kerényi hence looked at the appearances in Greek religion nőt as curiosities, bút as expressions of reál humán experience. 
As a histórián of myth as it was embedded in the details of Hellenic culture, its "characteristic social existence" as he pút it, Kerényi 
opposed his "differentiated thinking about the concrete realities of humán life" with the "summary thinking" that represented fór him 
the influence of SirJames Frazeron the study of the peoples of antiquity and Greek religion especiallyJ 21 ! 


Kerényi as cultural anthropologist 

Nőt least as a result of his own personal experience, Károly Kerényi highlighted the role of the philologist as interpreter, whereby 
"the better he interprets, the more he becomes himself the subject, both as receiver as well as messenger. His whole essence and 
being, his structure and his own experiences, become a factor that cannot be overlooked fór interpretation. ’í 22 ^ In this sense 
Kerényi’s understanding of Science was very modern in 1944. In a time when humán Sciences were trying to establish themselves as 
objective-scientific, he recognized that the only means by which to achieve scientific objectivity was by disclosing each scholar's 
own individual subjectivityj 14 ! Kerényi alsó anticipated a paradigm shift of the laté 20th century, by subscribing to an 
interdisciplinary approach that combined the subjects of humán Sciences including literature, art, history, philosophy and religioni 23 ] 
The inclusion of fictional writing intő his studies of mythology and humanism is alsó documented by the publications of his 
correspondence with Thomas Mann and Hermann Hesse. Kerényi published a further series of thoughts on European humanism in 
1955 with the title Geistiger Weg Europas (Europe’s Intellectual Journey). Among the numerous personalities with whom Kerényi 
maintained important personal and scholarly interaction were the Hungárián poets László Németh, Antal Szerb and Pál Gulyás, the 
psychologistLeopold Szondi, the writer Ottó Heuschele and the histórián Cári Jacob Burckhardt Thanks to his essay-style, Kerényi 
managed to speak a language that was approacbable fór many people outside the academic world, bút it alsó meant he remained 
relatively isolated in academic philology 

In Hungary Károly Kerényi’s scientific achievements remained during his lifetime only known to a small circle of intellectuals. Of all 
his publications only few have been published in Hungárián. As a prominent member of the former Hungárián intellectual 
establishment and the bearer of an aristocratic name, he was banished from Hungárián cultural life since the 1940s as being too 



liberal, first by the right-wing pro-Nazi governments, later by the communist régimé. Evén though Kerényi was fiercely defended by 
famous Hungárián writers like László Németh and Antal Szerb, it took until the 1980s before his complete morál and scholarly 
rehabilitation took piacéi 24 ^ The Hungárián writer Antal Szerb has modeled somé features of Károly Kerényi intő the figure Rudi 
Waldheim in his novelRe/se im Mondlicht (Journey in the Moonlight) 

Honors and awards 


■ 1929: Scholarship at the Germán Archeological Institute in Athens 

■ 1931: Medál of Honor ofGeorge I of Greece 

■ 1946: Baumgarten Prize 

■ 1947: Fellowship of theBollingen Foundation(maintained until 1973) 

■ 1961: Member of theRoyal Norwegian Society of Sciences and Letters 

■ 1963: Honorary doctorate of the Theological Faculty of théJniversity of Uppsala 

■ 1969: Goldmedal of the Humboldt Society 

■ 1970: Pirckheimer-Ring of the City ofNuremberg 

■ 1989: Post mortem: Member of theHungarian Academy of Sciences 

■ 1990: Széchenyi Prize of the Hungárián Government 

Works and publications 

First Editions: 

■ Apollón. Studlen über antiké Rellglon und Humanitat (Apollo: The Wd, the Splrit, and theGod) (1937) 

■ Das agáische Fest. Dle Meergötterszene In Goethes Faust l<( 1941) 

■ Dér Mythos dér Flel lenen In Meisterwerken dér Münzkuns(1941) 

■ Elnführung In das l/lésen dér Mythologle(C. G. Jung/Károly Kerényi) (1942) 

■ Flermes, dér Seelenführer (Flermes: Gulde of Souls)1943) 

■ Mysterien dér Kabiren( 1944) 

■ Töchter dér Sonne, Betrachtungen über grlechische Gotthelten (Goddesses of Sun and Mooifj). 944) 

■ Bachofen und dle Zukunft des Flumanismus. Mit élném Intermezzo über Nietzsche und Ariadrí&945) 

■ Dle Geburt dér Helena samt humanistischen Schrlften aus den Jahren 1943-4(1 945) 

■ Prometheus. Das grlechische Mythologem von dér menschlichen Existenz (Prometheus: Archetypal Image of 
Fluman Existence)( 1946) 

■ Dér Göttliche Arzt. Studien über Asklepius und seine Kultstatte (Asklepios: Archetypal Image of the Physician's 
Existence) (1948') 

■ Niobe. Neue Studien über Antiké Religion und Humanita(1949) 

■ Mensch und Maske (1949) 

■ Pythagoras und Orpheus. Práludien zu einer zukünftigen Geschichte dér Orphik und des Pythagoreismií(í950) 

■ Labyrinth-Studien( 1950) 

■ Die Mythologie dér Griechen (The Mythology of the Greeks) 

■ Volume 1: Die Götter- und Menschheitsgeschichten (Gds ofthe Greeks) (1951) 

■ Volume 2: Die Fleroen dér Griechen (The Fleroes ofthe Greeksjlater alsó published asHeroengeschichtenor 
Heroen-Geschichtet] (1958) 

■ Die Jungfrau und Mutter dér griechischen Religion. Eine Studie über Pallas Athéné (Athene.ifgin and Mother in 
Greek Religion) (1952) 

■ Stunden in Griechenland, Flórái Hellenika(1952) 

■ Unwillkürliche Kunstreisen. Fahrten im altén Európa 1952, 1954) 

■ Geistiger lAfeg Europas: Fünf Vertragé über Freud, Jung, Heideggey Thomas Mann, Flofmannsthal, Rilke, Flomer 
und Hölderlin, Zürich (1955) 

■ Umgang mit Göttlichem( 1955) 

■ Grlechische Miniatűrén (1957) 

■ Gesprach in Briefen (Mythology and Flumanism: The Correspondence of Thomas Mann and Kari Kerénffihomas 
Mann/Károly Kerényi) (1960) 

■ Streifzüge eines Flel lenisten, \6n Flomer zu Kazantzakis (1960) 

■ Dér frühe Dionysos( 1961) 








■ Prometheus - Die menschliche Existenz in griechischer Deutunfa 1962) 

■ Die Mysterien von Eleusis (Eleusis: Archetypal Image of Mother and DaughteQL962) 

■ Tessiner Schreibtisch (1963) 

■ Die Religion dér Griechen und Römer (The Religion of the Greeks and Roman^jL963) 

■ Die Eröffnung des Zugangs zum Mythod. 1967) 

■ Dér antiké Román (1971) 

■ Briefwechsel aus dér /Vábe(Hermann Hesse/Károly Kerényi) (1972) 

■ Zeus und Héra. Urbild des \áters, des Gatten und dér Frau (Zeus and Héra: Archetypal Image of FatherHusband 
and Wife) (1972) 

■ Oedipus Variations: Studies in Literature andPsychoanalysis (James Hillman/Károly Kerényi) (1991) 

Complete Works: 

■ Complete Works in Individual Vilumes, Magda Kerényi (ed.)- Eight parts in nine volumes. Langen-MüllpiMunich 
1966-1988 

■ Volume 1: Humanistische Seelenforschung( 1966) 

■ Volume 2 \ Auf Spuren des Mythos( 1967) 

■ Volume 3: Tagé- und Wanderbücher 1953-1960 (1969) 

■ Volume 4: Apollón und Niobe (1980) 

■ Volume 5: l/l/ege und Weggenossen (2 Bde., 1985 u. 1988) 

■ Volume 6: (nőt published) 

■ Volume 7\Antike Religion (1971) 

■ Volume 8: Dionysos : Urbild des unzerstörbaren Lebeny 1976) 

■ Complete Works in Individual Vilumes, Magda Kerényi (ed.). Five volumes. Klett-Cotta, Stuttgart 1994-1998 

■ Volume 1: Dionysos : Urbild des unzerstörbaren Lebeny 1994) 

■ Volume 2: Antiké Religion (1995) 

■ Volume 3: Humanistische Seelenforschung( 1996) 

■ Volume 4: Die Mythologie dér Griechen(T\NO volumes, 1997) 

■ Volume 5: Urbilder dér griechischen Religion: Asklepios. Prometheus. Hermes. Und die Mysterien dér Kabiren 
(1998) 

References and sources 


References 

1. Kerényi, K.: Tessiner Schreibtisch (Writing Desk in Tcino), 1963; pp. 148f 

2. Kerényi, K.: Tessiner Schreibtisch 1963; pp. 152f 

3. Schlesier, R. and R. Sanchino Martinez (eds): Neuhumanismus und Anthropologie des GriechischerMythos - Kari 
Kerényi im Europáischen Kontext des 20. Jahrhunderts (Modern Humanism and Anthropology of the Greek 
Mythology - Károly Kerényi in the European Context ofthe 20th Century) 2006; p. 203 

4. Kerényi, K.: Tessiner Schreibtisch 1963; p. 154 

5. Mann, T. and K. Kerényi .Gesprách in Briefen (Conversation in Letters) 1960; p. 210 

6. C. Jamme in Schlesier R. and R. Sanchino IVbrtinez (eds.): Neuhumanismus und Anthropologie des Griechischen 
Mythos - Kari Kerényi im Europáischen Kontext des 20. Jahrhundert&006\ p. 33 

7. C. Jamme in Schlesier R. and R. Sanchino IVbrtinez (eds Neuhumanismus und Anthropologie des Griechischen 
Mythos - Kari Kerényi im Europáischen Kontext des 20. Jahrhundert&006', pp. 33 

8. Mann, T. and K. Kerényi: Gesprách in Briefep 1960; p. 20 

9. Kerényi, M.:7\ bibliography of C. Kerényi 1976 

10. Mann, T. and K. Kerényi: Gesprách in Briefep 1960; p. 102 

11. Gráf F., in Schlesier, R. and R. Sanchino Martinez (eds.)A leuhumanismus und Anthropologie des Griechischen 
Mythos - Kari Kerényi im Europáischen Kontext des 20. Jahrhundert&006' p. 82 

12. Mann, T. and K. Kerényi: Gesprách in Briefep 1960; pp. 21 

13. Mann, T. and K. Kerényi: Gesprách in Briefep 1960; p. 59 





14. Gráf F., in Neue Zürcher Zeitung:Pb//o/oge, Mythologe, Humanist - \ór hundert Jahren wurde Kari Kerényi geboren 
18/19 January 1997 

15. With respect to Wilamowitz: Mann, Tand K. Kerényi: Gesprách in Briefep 1960; pp. 59 and pp. 102. With regards to 
Ottó: Gráf F in Schlesier, R. and R. Sanchino Martinez ( eös.)'Neuhumanismus und Anthropologie des Griechischen 
Mythos - Kari Kerényi im Europáischen Kontext des 20. Jahrhundertd2000\ p. 77. With regards to Mann: Edler M. 
in Schlesier, R. and R. Sanchino Martinez (ed.): Neuhumanismus und Anthropologie des Griechischen Mythos - 
Kari Kerényi im Europáischen Kontext des 20. Jahrhunderts2006\ p. 46 

16. Jung, C.G. (2015) Collected Works of C.G. Jung: The First Complete English Edition ofthe Works of C.G. Jur% tt 
ps://books.google.com/books?id=9eY4CQAAQBAJ&pg=,R8321). Routledge. p. 8321 ISBN 978-1-317-53016-9 

17. Mann, T. and K. Kerényi: Gesprách in Briefep 1960; p. 43 

18. Kerényi, M:A bibliography of C. Kerényi 1976 

19. Mann, T. and K. Kerényi: Gesprách in Briefep 1960; p. 29 

20. Kerényi, K: Dionysos - Urbild des unzerstörbaren Lebens (Dionysos: Archetypal Image of Indestructible Life). 976; 
Inside cover 

21. Kerényi, K: Dionysos - Urbild des unzerstörbaren Lebenp 1976; Preface p. xxvii 

22. Translated from: Mann, T and K. Kerényi: Gesprách in Briefep 1960; p. 31 

23. Schlesier, R. and R. Sanchino Martinez (eds): Neuhumanismus und Anthropologie des Griechischen Mythos - Kari 
Kerényi im Europáischen Kontext des 20. Jahrhunderts2006 ; p. 11 

24. Monostori, I . in Schlesier R. and R. Sanchirb Martinez (eds.): Neuhumanismus und Anthropologie des 
Griechischen Mythos - Kari Kerényi im Europáischen Kontext des 20. JahrhundertS.006] pp. 161 

Sources 

■ Magda Kerényi: A Bibliography of C. Kerényi in Dionysos: Archetypal Image of Indestructible L/feBollingen Series 
LXV:2, Princeton 1976, pp. 445-474 

■ Giuseppe Martorana (ed.), Károly Kerényií_a storia déllé religioni nella cultura dél NovecentpMythos 7, 1995 

■ Luciano Arcella (ed.), Károly Kerényi Jncontro con il divin q Roma 1999 

■ János Gy. Szilágyi (ed.): Mitológia és humanitás. Tanulmányok Kerény Károly 100. születésnapjára, Budapest 1999 

■ Renate Schlesier and Roberto Sanchino Martinez ( eds.)Neuhumanismus und Anthropologie des griechischen 
Mythos. Kari Kerényi im europáischen Kontext des 20. Jahrhunderts (Modern Humanism and Anthropology of the 
Greek Mythology - Károly Kerényi in the European Context of the 20th Ce/ifuryjLocarno 2006), ISBN 88-85688- 
08-X 

External links 


■ Klett Cotta Publications 

■ Thames and Fludson Publishers 

■ Princeton University Press 

■ Spring Publications 

■ Neue Zürcher Zeitung/NZZ Archive 


Retrieved from 'https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Károly_Kerényi&oldid=786899675 


This page was last edited on 22 June 2017, at 07:42. 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike Licens padditional terms may apply By using this 
site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy . Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of th á/Vikimedia 
Foundation, Inc , a non-profit organization. 




